Human resources for maternity care: the present system in Brazil, Japan, North America, Western Europe and New Zealand.
This article describes the nature of the humanization of birth and the overlapping but distinct role of professionals within the maternity services with an emphasis on the role of the midwife. It describes the status of midwives in different parts of the world, and the common characteristics of work undertaken to restore the role of the midwife. Midwifery is seen as an essential component of effective maternity services. In addition it is important to recognize the important role that traditional birth attendants play in many parts of the world. An appropriate structure including primary and secondary and tertiary care services are important for professionals to play their full part.